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HOUSEKEEPERS!' CHAT Tuesday, November 30, 1937 
(FOR BROADCAST USE ONLY) 


Subject: "QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS." Information from the Bureau of Entomology 


and Plant Quarantine, U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
--00000-- 


Of all the insects that trouble housekeepers, the cockroach is certainly 
one of the most annoying. Letters asking how to get rid of cockroaches or 
Nwater bugs," as some people speak of them, come regularly in the mail week 
after week and year after year at all seasons. 
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So, listeners, I am happy to tell vou that the Department of Agriculture 
mow has an answer ready for all your cockroach questions. It is a new leaflet, 
just off the Government printing presses, called "Cockroaches and Their Control." 
Mhe author is Dr. E. A. Back of the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine. 


Again -- "Cockroaches and Their Control" is the name of the leaflet, 
Ind you can order it direct from the Department of Agriculture in Washington, 
D. O., as long as the free supply lasts. If you prefer to order by number, 
Write for leaflet No. 144, (I'11 be surprised if the cover on the leaflet 
doesn't remind you of some kitchen sinks you've seen on a Saturday night. And 
I'm sure that after one look at that cover design you ought to be able to 
ecognize a cockroach anywhere. ) 


Of course, housewives are not the only people who have their trouble 

With these insects. The new bulletin says: "They are notoriously destructive 
and annoying in the kitchens and pantries of houses, restaurants, and hotels, 
end in stores, manufacturing plants, libraries, etc. It is not only the food 
m™@nd other possessions, such as bookbindings and fine fabrics, which they eat 

Or disfigure that make them important enemies of man, but the pollution of foods 
Over which they run may place them in the role of disease carriers," 


And just as an illustration of how expensive they are, let me read you 
this: "Of the large sums spent by owners of apartment houses, hotels, hospitals, 
end business establishments for pest-control services, a very large proportion 
as for cockroach suppression; and thousands of dollars are spent annually by the 
American public to fight roaches in the home." 


Fortunately, controlling cockroaches in your home is not a very difficult 
job if, as the bulletin says, "the sources of infestation can be controlled." 
But in loosely constructed buildings where roaches can enter easily, or where 
the climate is so mild that they can develop outdoors, houses are constantly 
Betting a new supply of crawling and flying roaches, and no method exists to 
Clear up the roaches for good and all in such a situation, 
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However, you can do a good deal toward keeping them out. Says the 
bulletin: "One of the best ways to prevént roaches from becoming established 
in a home is to watch carefully all baskets or boxes of food supplies and 
laundry brought into the house, Roaches frequently hide among packages and 
about clothing and are thus carried from place to place. Kill these stray 
roaches with a fly swatter, or crush them underfoot. And trade at roach—free 
stores, !! 


And don't offer a general invitation to roaches by having food or 
garbage around to tempt them. Keep food supplies in the refrigerator or in 
other insect-proof containers and see that corners, cracks, and crannies around 
the kitchen and especially around the drainboard are free of all traces of food. 


Still another way of keeping roaches out is to fill up cracks and other 
openings that they use to excape to their hiding places. You can use putty, 
‘plastic wood, or plaster of paris for this job. Fill all cracks about the 
water and steam pipes passing through floors and cracks leading to spaces 
behind baseboards, door and window trim. This is very important if the roaches 
happen to be coming in from adjoining apartment through wall spaces, or along 
‘the plumbing, or beneath doors. 


So much for prevention. Now ebout remedies toward cure. Says the 
bulletins "Sodium fluoride is the best all-around cockroach remedy. It is 
poisonous to man if taken internally in sufficient amounts, and it should be 
kept out of food and away from children and pets, but if used carefully in 
roach-control, no harm will follow. It may be applied with a small duster or 
bellows, or better, with a modern electric pover-duster with an extension rod 
So shaped that the powder can be blown into the hiding places rather than about 
the room." And then, you can sprinkle it by hand along the back of shelves, 
drainboards and so on where roaches run most frequently. 


Sodium fluoride is one remedy. Another i9 pyrethrum powder, which you 
apply in the same way, either to the roaches! hiding places or directly to the 
insects themselves. fPyrethrum is a safe remedy, will not injure man or pets. 
It first stupifies and then kills roaches, But pyrethrum must be freshly 
ground if it is to be effective. It loses its effectiveness after some days. 


Other remedies against roaches are phosphate pastes, especially useful 
in damp climates and when the roaches are not too thick; sprays that kill by 
Contact; vaporizing machines; and fumigation. All these remedies are discussed 
in detail in the new leaflet. You can find out on reading it which remedy will 
be best for your situation. 


So now, if you want to know how to rid your kitchen, or your store, 


or restaurant, of cockroaches, send a postcard to the Department of Agriculture 
in Washington, D. C., asking for Leaflet 144, "Cockroaches and Their Control." 
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